
Speakers
Torin Finser, PhD, is chairperson of the Education Department
and Director of the Waldorf Teacher Education Program at
Antioch University New England. He is a founding member of
the Center for Anthroposophy in New Hampshire and has been
an educator for three decades, as well as a keynote speaker at 
conferences in Asia, Europe, and throughout North America. He
is the author of many books on Waldorf education and on 
organizational development. Torin has been General Secretary of
the Anthroposophical Society in America since 2007.

Gerald Karnow, MD, has been a physician and co-worker at
the Fellowship Community for more than 30 years. He is active
in training physicians in anthroposophic medicine, and a 
member of the Physician’s Association for Anthroposophic
Medicine (PAAM). He is an active lecturer, writer, translator, and
editor in a wide range of subjects related to Rudolf Steiner and
spiritual science. In addition to his busy medical practice, Gerald
is also school physician at Green Meadow Waldorf School and
at the Rudolf Steiner School in New York City.

Michael Ronall has taught anthroposophical subjects in the
Foundation Year and Teacher Education programs of Sunbridge
College, the Fellowship Community, Eurythmy Spring Valley, and
the New York Branch, and has joined the faculty of the
Foundation Studies Cycle in Princeton, NJ. A writer and editor,
he is an alumnus of the Rudolf Steiner School in New York,
received his MA in Philosophy from the New School for Social
Research, and trained in teaching high school English and 
history at the Center for Anthroposophy in Wilton, NH.

Virginia Sease, PhD, has been a member of the Executive
Council (Vorstand) of the General Anthroposophical Society at
the Goetheanum since 1984, and has been responsible for the
Goetheanum's English-language Anthroposophical Studies
Program since October 2001. An alumna of the Waldorf
Teachers Seminar in Stuttgart, Virginia took a class through
eight grades at Highland Hall Waldorf School. She has served on
the Western Regional Council and the National Council of the
Anthroposophical Society in America. She received her PhD in
German literature from the University of Southern California.

Elizabeth Wirsching has been the worldwide representative of
the Youth Section since 2000 and a member of the Collegium at
the Goetheanum. Born in Norway, she grew up in Kristiansand,
traveled to Asia, then studied history of art (including a course
of studies in Rome), literature, and philosophy. With a group of 
colleagues she founded the Rudolf Steiner School in Nesodden,
near Oslo, where she taught for 17 years. In addition to 
teaching, she has traveled extensively through China, North
Africa, and South America.
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Friday, October 2
1:00 – 3:30 pm Introduction

Recognizing My Inner Tools – The Living Lemniscate 
Guided conversations with Elizabeth Wirsching

4:00 pm Lecture • Finding One Another in a Spiritual Task – Building Community – Elizabeth Wirsching

5:00 pm Dinner (on your own in café or at area restaurants)  

7:00 pm Performance  
Eurythmy for Michaelmas – Eurythmy Spring Valley 

Lecture • How Can We Meet Christian Rosenkreutz and Rudolf Steiner Today? – Gerald Karnow

10:00 pm   Evening Café featuring Walking the Dog Theater

Saturday, October 3
8:00 am   Class Lesson for members of the School for Spiritual Science, Lesson 8

(blue cards required) 

8:00 am  Community Eurythmy with Brigida Baldszun (open to all) 

9:00 am  Break 

9:20 am  Concurrent Lectures 

A. The Living Connection Between Rudolf Steiner and Christian Rosenkreutz – Virginia Sease
For members only (pink cards required) 

B. What is the Relationship Between the Anthroposophical Society and the Anthroposophical 
Movement? – Torin Finser

10:30 am   Refreshments 

11:00 am   Guided small-group conversations 

12:30 pm   Lunch 

2:00 pm  Workshops (see attached descriptions) 

3:30 pm   Break 

4:00 pm   Artistic Activity for All: Speech-Formation with Michael Steinrueck 

4:30 pm  Lecture • Living Thinking – Michael Ronall

5:30 pm   Meetings of Initiatives 

6:00 pm  Dinner (meetings continue) 

7:30 pm  Honoring Henry Barnes: Recollections – Virginia Sease and Gerald Karnow

8:15 pm The Portal of Initiation Scene 7 and Scene 11 
Produced by Barbara Renold

9:30 pm   Evening Café with dessert and live Balkan music.

Sunday, October 4
Annual General Meeting of the Anthroposophical Society in America 

9:00 am   Honoring the Dead 

9:15 am   Reports 

10:30 am   Refreshments 

11:15 am   Guided conversation with members 

1:00 pm   Conclusion of meeting and conference   

 



Return along with your payment to:
Anthroposophical Society in America 

1923 Geddes Ave., Ann Arbor, MI  48104
Phone: 734.662.9355   Fax: 734.662.1727

Name_________________________________________

Address_______________________________________

City__________________  State_____ Zip____________

Phone_______________________________

Email_______________________________

Conference fee:

Members, $150 _______

Non-members, $180 _______

Students (25 and under) and Seniors, $50 _______

Additional donation _______

Total enclosed: _______
(checks payable to the Anthroposophical Society)

Please indicate your workshop choice (circle one):
A     B     C     D     E     F     G     H     I J     K

Credit Card Authorization (Visa or MasterCard) 

Card number _______ - _______ - _______ - _______

Expiration date______________________ 

Signature (name on card)________________________

Registration Information

Conference Fees: Members fee for the conference is $150;
non-members, $180; students (25 and under) and Seniors, $50.
The conference fee covers all lectures, evening performances,
workshops, and Saturday lunch and dinner. There is no fee for
the Class lesson, nor for the Annual General Meeting.

If you need financial assistance to attend the conference, please
contact Marian León at the Society's office, 734.662.9355. A
few scholarships are available. Donations will be gratefully
accepted, and will be added to our scholarship fund to make it
possible for others to attend.

Cancellations: Refunds of the conference fee, minus a $35
processing fee, are available if requested before October 2.

Pink and Blue Cards: The lecture by Virginia Sease is open
only to members of the Anthroposophical Society; you will need
to show your pink membership card to attend. If you cannot
locate your pink card, please contact the office immediately
(734.662.9355), and we will request a replacement card for
you from the Goetheanum. Class members are reminded to
bring their blue cards for admission to the Class lesson.

Travel: Threefold Educational Center is located at 285 Hungry
Hollow Road, Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977, approximately 30 miles
northwest of New York City, near the intersection of the Garden
State Parkway and the New York State Thruway. For travel direc-
tions, please see www.threefold.org/location. A map will be includ-
ed with your registration packet.

Housing: Housing is available in Threefold's dormitory, in private
homes in the Threefold community, and in area hotels and motels.
Dormitory rooms include access to shared kitchens. To request
dormitory housing, visit www.threefold.org/housing, or contact 
dormitory manager, Julie Schwartz, by email 
(holderhouse@threefold.org) or phone (845.352.9660). To reserve
a room in a private home, please email housing@threefold.org.

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Marriott Park Ridge,
300 Brae Blvd., Park Ridge, NJ 07656. For reservations, phone
201.307.0800 and mention the Anthroposophical Society to
receive the special room rate of $129. The block will be held until
September 10, 2009. A list of other area hotels can be found at
www.threefold.org/housing.

Meals: Main House Dining Room, centrally located on the
Threefold campus, will serve nutritious, mostly organic and 
biodynamic meals throughout the conference. Saturday lunch and
dinner are included in your registration fee; other meals are on
your own. The nearby Hungry Hollow Co-op offers groceries as
well as organic take-out, and there are many restaurants within
easy driving distance. More information about area restaurants will
be included in your registration packet.

WORKSHOPS Registration Form
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A. The Longing of the Soul 
Purification of the soul allows for the individual and the 
cosmos to unite. This holy union happens on the altar of the
human heart. 
In this workshop, we will discover the color spectrum anew, finding
within it both the source of wisdom and the source of love. We will
find the Rosicrucian recipe for reversing the color spectrum and
artistically represent our findings. We will use Goethe’s Rosicrucian
Fairy Tale as our artistic point of departure to experience a new path
to Christ where love becomes wisdom and wisdom becomes love.
Karine Finser, presenter

B. Building Capacities for Spiritual Research 
In this workshop, we will attempt to demystify the idea and practice
of spiritual research—grounding it in the existential challenges of our
biographies and the disciplines of artistic work and social initiative.
We will also explore how to metamorphose our communities of 
spiritual study into communities of spiritual research, so as to better
meet the urgent needs and challenges of our time.
Michael Howard & Robert Karp, presenters

C. A Dramatic Exploration of the Mystery Dramas
We will draw on the movement and acting techniques of the great
Russian actor and anthroposophist Michael Chekhov to explore char-
acters and atmosphere in a scene from Rudolf Steiner’s third
Mystery Drama, The Guardian of the Threshold. Wear comfortable
clothes; no previous acting or movement experience is necessary.
Glen Williamson, presenter

D. Imagineering the Human Heart
Sculptor Frank Chester’s exploration of the relationship between
form and spirit led him to do deep creative research on the number
seven. By applying an alchemical transformative process to his
seven-sided form, he has discovered many previously unknown 
geometric structures that demonstrate a remarkable correlation to
the form and functioning of the human heart. These forms and
Frank’s artistic process have much to teach us about the objective
realities of Living Thinking.
Frank Chester, presenter

E. Communicating Anthroposophy
Though its practical benefits are remarkable, anthroposophy is a 
challenging subject to talk about. Why? It just doesn’t “define” well, in
the sense of finding its limits. It’s an active process, not a body of
knowledge. And its goals are outside the usual scope of contemporary
thinking. In an era of glibness and empty speech, we may lose visibility
and support if we cannot direct attention toward the true identity of
this living cultural force. Can we find the words? Yes, we can.
John Beck, presenter

F. The End of the 20th Century and the Culmination of
Anthroposophy
Rudolf Steiner predicts (Karmic Relationships Vol. 6, 7/19/1924) that
the future of civilization hinges on properly realizing the culmination
of anthroposophy at the end of the 20th century. If, and only if,
anthroposophists work in the way intended by Michael will “modern
civilization emerge from decline.” Otherwise “humanity will stand at
the grave of civilization.” We will discuss the background that gave
rise to these predictions and where to go from here. Suggested
reading: Karmic Relationships Vol. 6, July 18, 19, 1924.
Stephen Usher, Judith Brockway, and other members of the
Friends of Rudolf Steiner Group, presenters

G. Awakening the Voice of Presence: Speaking and
Writing from the Heart
The purpose of this workshop is to explore that edge where 
presence opens into response, where language forms the living
bridge between inside and outside, and where our spoken and 
written words stimulate others to think and act creatively. Through
the practice of presence, movement, interactive exercises and  
writing and speaking we will encourage each other to awaken and 
activate our true voices.

John McManus and Diane Rossman, presenters

H. Anthroposophy in the World: An International
Perspective 
A conversation with Virginia Sease and Elizabeth Wirsching

I. Transforming Capacities: Q and A with exhibitors of the Arts
and Science Exhibition 

Join us for a moderated question and answer session with some of
the artists and scientists who have their work exhibited as part of
the “Transforming Capacities” exhibit. The exhibit, which runs from
August 8th, will close October 4th. AGM Conference participants are
invited to inquire about leasing pieces for their home 
organizations and communities.

J. Mercury in America: Findings from a Spiritual Research
Tour
For over a month, a biodiesel bus named Mercury will cross the
country, stopping at an arts festival in the desert of Nevada,
providing transportation for a northeast speaking tour, and visiting 
anthroposophical initiatives and communities in-between. Join us for
an experiential presentation of the creative community and social
alchemy that we experienced along the way.
Dawn Stratton and the New Forms Project, presenters

K. Working with the Foundation Stone in Eurythmy
A participatory workshop exploring how eurythmy can contribute to
working with the Foundation Stone Meditation.
Dorothea Mier, presenter

Eternal Founts of Love and Life by Martina Angela Müller 

Join us in exploring the many faces of anthroposophy, where inner
work manifests in practical forms to bring about social transformation.
Creating Living Connections: Christian Rosenkreutz and the Social
Impulse is intended to give anthroposophic organizations, initiatives,
groups, and individuals the opportunity to meet, interact, and share
their work. A rich array of talks and discussions, artistic activities,
and social events promise ample opportunities to Create Living
Connections among individuals and initiatives.

Innovative pre-conference activities: Beginning with the
Threefold Community’s Michaelmas festivities on Tuesday,
September 29, groups, initiatives, and organizations working out of
anthroposophy are invited to arrive early and take advantage of
Threefold's facilities for pre-conference meetings on Wednesday
and Thursday, September 30 and October 1. Planned social and
artistic events will enable participants to meet and share ideas and
information about their work; a morning forum on Friday, October 2,
will offer a unique opportunity for those present to exchange 
perspectives, identify common concerns, and see what else is going
on in the movement. Groups, organizations, and initiatives interested
in participating in this pre-conference activity should contact Jordan
Walker (845.352.5020 X19; Jordan@threefold.org).

We would like to thank our media sponsors for their support of this 
event:


